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daughter answered, The One God alone is the
Cherisher of Creation. Parents are only a pretext/
Her father was very angry and said, cWho hath
given thee clothes and jewels?' She replied, 'My
father, all these are God's gifts. He giveth to thee
and to me and protecteth us all.' The father was
in a great rage and shouted at her, 'We shall see if
God will protect thee.' Some days afterwards a
leprous cripple came begging through the town.
The vindictive father saw a chance of gratifying hi&
spite. He compelled his daughter to marry
the wretched man, stripped her of her clothes and
without giving her any money turned her out of the
house.
The unhappy girl did what she could for her hus-
band and went begging with him. One day her
husband, who, to do him justice, fully appreciated
his bride's devotion, expressed a wish to go on a
pilgrimage and so acquire merit. This would per-
haps bring him in the next life the happiness that
had been denied to him in this. But he was a crip-
ple and so he could not walk. The brave-hearted
girl got a basket big enough to hold him. He sat
in it and she lifted him on her head. In this way
she took him to Hard war, Tribeni and other sacred
places. At last she brought him to Amritsar, where
Guru Ramdas was watching the completion of the
Amrita Lake. She put him down in the shade of
a ber tree and went to the nearest village to beg
food. While the leper was awaiting her return, he
saw two crows fighting for a morsel of bread. It
dropped into the water of the half finished tank.
Both birds plunged after it. When they came out
again, they were no longer crows, but beautiful